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BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS 

Dear Brethren in the Lord, 

Grace and peace to you all. We have had a 
very hectic time since June when we cele-
brated our patronal feast of the Uganda Mar-
tyrs led by Bishop Adrian K. Ddungu, Emeri-
tus of Masaka. Thanks to all of you for your 
contribution, support and active participation. 
Please, keep it up. 

In July we held our annual general meeting 
and new members of the executive board were 
elected. We appreciate all the invaluable work 
and commitment shown by the former execu-
tive members and welcome the new ones 
while wishing them the best of luck and, of 
course, pledging our unwavering support to 
them. 

August was yet another busy month as some of 
us were up and about on holiday, travelling, 
working or engaged in various family activities 
and commitments. I hope you are all now back 
into action here on the ground with fresh 
minds, new energy and ideas.  

However, September has not been the best of 
months for all of us especially as we heard and 
followed the developments of the crisis back 
home in Uganda. This is a very sad evidence of 
the degree of disharmony, deep-seated griev-
ances among our people, lack of respect for 
life and poor managerial capacity of the law 
enforcers. The nation is now divided. The 
poor youth are disenchanted because they are 
unemployed and are on the look-out for any 
opportunity to release their tensions and an-
ger. There is a serious need to address the 
many issues facing our nation at this critical 
time!  

St. James, in the first reading, sounds a serious 
warning to all those who are amassing wealth 
at the expense of the poor: òStart crying, 
weep for the miseries that are coming to 
you. Your wealth is all rotting é, and the 
same corrosion will be your own sentence 
éOn earth you have had a life of comfort 
and luxury; in the time of slaughter you 
went on eating to your heartõs content. It 
was you who condemned the innocent  
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Baptism of the Child 

"Now they were bringing 
even infants to him that he 
might touch them; and when 
the disciples saw it, they re-
buked them. But Jesus called 
them to him, saying, ôLet the 
children come to me, and do 
not hinder them; for to such 
belongs the kingdom of 
Godõ" (Luke 18:15ð16). 

 

Catholic Nuns chase 
armed gunman 

A man 
robbed a 
h o u s e 
then ran 
near an 
Independ-
ence Sis-
ters of St. Francis in the US, 
where he ended up being 
chased from the building by 
one of the nuns. The man 
with a shotgun acting suspi-
ciously was seen by sisters 
Connie and Catarina as he 
walked in a bean field behind 
the convent. They ap-
proached him and saw he was 
armed with a shotgun. When 
they began to question him  
he ran into a nearby wooded 
area. Sister Catarina gave 
chase until police arrived and 
arrested the 17-year-old. 
"Knowing Sister Catarina, I 
thought she might have 
caught him and tackled him," 
Sister Connie said. "I reacted 
because that was on our prop-
erty," Sister Catarina said.  

CHAPLAIN½S MESSAGE 

 

 

For all music lovers, this Christmasõ Music 
Charts may be topped by Pope Benedictõs al-
bum. The pontiff will sing and recite prayers to 
the Virgin Mary. He will be accompanied by 
the Choir of the Philharmonic Academy of 
Rome, as recorded in St. Peter's Basilica in the 
Vatican. Proceeds from the as-yet-untitled al-
bum will help fund 
music education for 
underpr i v i leged 
children around the 
world. It's due for 
release 30th No-
vember 2009. At a 
time when the 
Catholic faith is under siege from all corners, 
the Album will help soothe our Catholic souls 
through the festive season.  

Let us reflect on òthe Holy Father's words: In so 
many areas of life the most fundamental princi-
ples of our Christian life are not only ques-
tioned, but ridiculed and threatened with sanc-
tion.'ò  

Let us now remember Wednesday, 24 June 
2009 in Saint Peter's Square, Pope Benedict 
XVIõs Year of the Priestõs message, a Day 
traditionally dedicated to prayer for the sanctifi-
cation of priests... Why a Year for Priests? St 
John Mary Vianney used to like to repeat: "if 
we had faith, we would see God hidden in the 
priest ...". The purpose of this Year for Priests 
is to encourage every priest in this striving for 
spiritual perfection.... Today we are celebrat-
ing the Feast of the birth of St John the Baptist, 
sent by God to bear witness to the light and to 

prepare a people well disposed to the Lord. I 
hope that you, dear young people, may find in 
friendship with Jesus the necessary strength 
always to be equal to the responsibilities that 
await you. I urge you, dear sick people, to con-
sider your suffering and daily trials as an oppor-
tunity that God offers you to cooperate in the 
salvation of souls. And I ask you, dear newly-
weds, to express the Lord's love in reciprocal 
faithfulness and in generous openness to life. 

Pope Benedict XVI album!  
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Uganda Martyrs Day 2009 

In true UMCC fashion, once again, Uganda Martyrs Day 2009 was 
well attended, and this year, the community was blessed with an 
entourage of visitors from the Kingdom of Buganda and also, the 
main Celebrant was Bishop Adrian Kivumbi Ddungu, Bishop 
Emeritus of Masaka. As is always the case on Martyrs day, the 
Church was filled to capacity with Church goers.  

Celebrations of Uganda Martyrs day were held in many locations 
around the world , notably in Uganda. The UMCC website re-
ceived emails from Catholics around the world wanting to pay 
pilgrimage to Uganda for the celebrations.  

On 28th June 2009, UMCC hosted the Katikkiro of Buganda, 
(Prime Minister, Chief Executive and Chairman of the Buganda 
Cabinet) Engineer J. B. Walusimbi, 1st Deputy Prime Minister, 
Head of Administration and Minister for Buganda Affairs Abroad, 
Amb. Emmanuel L. Ssendaula, former Katikkiro, Joseph Mulwan-
yamuli Ssemwogerere, minister of state for youth in Buganda 
Kingdom, Mathias Mpuuga Nsamba and Minister for Special 
Buganda Projects, Mr. Edward Katimbo Mugwanya 

After celebrating Holy Mass, the guests were treated to traditional 
dinner in the UMCC Hall. The Katikiro of Buganda and the 
Bishop Emeritus of Masaka addressed the community, thanking 
the Executive for such a wonderful and well organised ceremony. 

The  2009 òOó and òAó Level Results are out 

Once again, it is that time of year when we congratulate 
all those children of ours who 
took their final year exams this 
year. As parents, some of us will 
jubilate with the grades our chil-
dren have got, while with other 
parents, we may have to counsel 
our children. However, let us also remember, pray and 
support those parents, whose children have opted to 
follow the wrong path, dropped out of school, are un-
employed and probably engaged in criminal activity.  

Uganda a Safe Heaven in World War II 

Among the first large group of refugees to be settled 
in Uganda were Polish refugees follow-
ing the 2nd World War. Uganda estab-
lished the Kiryandongo refugee settle-
ment in 1944. The Polish refugees 
were placed in Masindi and Koya on 
Lake Victoria.  

Around Christmas 1942, the International Refugees 
Organization made preparations to transport Polish 
refugees to Uganda. Three ships, carrying approxi-
mately 5,000 people set sail and after crossing the 
equator, they arrived in Kenyaõs Port of Mombasa and 
the Poles reached out in Africa travelling with their 
cattle to find good pastureland for their livestock. In 
1950 the International Refugees Organization began 
assisting people reunite their families by locating fam-
ily members throughout the world. 

As the 47th Ugandan Independence dawn is upon us, 
let us remember our country and hope and pray that 
peace, and happiness will prevail. Ugandans are a well 
known friendly people, ready to smile and please oth-
ers. If we had the heart and mind to host people from 
strange lands so generously, may we also extend that 
courtesy to our own, ensuring love peace and har-
mony for our children an for generations to come.  

Pay your 2009/10 MEMBERSHIP - (£20 only) 

A FAREWELL FOR A GREAT FRIEND 

Fr. Kizito Kiyimba (S.J) who has been on Doctoral stud-
ies at London School of Economics is returning to Africa 
to start a new ministry. He has successfully completed 
his studies and we congratulate him upon this great 
achievement. We also thank him so deeply for having 
been readily available to assist us. He has conducted en-
riching sessions for us, preached challenging and interest-
ing homilies, touched people's lives and supported many 
members of our community in various ways. Thank you 
Fr. Kizito and good luck in your new mission. 

YET ANOTHER GIFT FOR UMCC 

The family of Mr. and  Mrs. Mugwanya have kindly do-
nated a drum to UMCC. We highly appreciate their gift 
which will boost our liturgical and social celebrations.  


